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FOREWORD 



Two authoritative texts of the Pdncaratra system, viz. the Jaydkhya 
Samhitd (G.O.S., no. 54, 1931, reprinted in 1967) and the Paramasamhitd 
( G.O.S., No. 86, 1940 ) are published earlier by the Oriental Institute. 

It is a matter of privilege to publish now a Descriptive Bibliography of the 
'Printed Texts of the Pdncaratra Agamas prepared with scholarly precision and 
meticulous care by Professor H. Daniel Smith. 

This Descriptive Bibliography . . makes the general contents of the numer- 
ous texts surveyed available for the first time to all English-reading scholars 
including even many Sanskritists unable to read such scripts as the Grantha or 
Telugu, and to whom, until now, even a number of the texts described here were 
inaccessible. 

This presentation of such a significant number of Pdncaratra texts decisive- 
ly expands the known spectrum of literature generally referred to as * dgama 9 
and ' tantra * from the limited scope heretofore and popularly associated with 
the sensational, so-called “ left-handed’* practices to a clearer and more 
comprehensive view that * dgama * and * tantra 5 should rightly and much more 
representatively be understood in the Indian tradition to include the more 
conventional, so-called “ right-handed ” tantric and agamic practices which, 
indeed, cut across Hindu piety and practice at all levels] 

Although the initial impression may be that this work is relevant only to 
those engaged in the study of Sri-Vaisnavism, it must not be overlooked that it 
provides an important source-book for all the scholars seeking to reconstruct 
the historical and doctrinal development of Indian theistic thought in general. 
This synoptic and panoramic presentation of these thirty texts will be used by 
researchers particularly where matters of Vaisnava history are at stake, but not 
less in matters pertaining to practical religion and to studies of Indian religious 
literature. 

Professor Smith's work, ambitious as it is, still represents only thirty of 
the texts of the extensive Pdncaratra tradition, focusing only on those titles 
already in print. Still there is much more for textually-oriented scholars to do 
— there are scores of texts and ‘fragments yet to be collected, collated, edited 
and studied — and we must be grateful to the author of this work for indicating 
throughout the volume, in his notes and comments, where much of this most 
fundamental work yet to be done must commence. 

Moreover, professor Smith's work generously provides help and assistance 
to others out of his own expertise. The format of this volume makes this quite 




clear: those wishing to find more information on any topic in the texts which 
he presents are clearly informed, through precise citations by adhydya - chapters 
and £loka-ve rses, exactly where they may turn to in the original, primary text 
materials, 

I trust that this book will be profitably used by all students of Hindu 
religion and religious practices. 

I take this opportunity to thank the University Grants Commission and 
the Government of Gujarat for jointly giving financial aid towards the publica- 
tion of this volume. 



Oriental Institute, Baroda 
January 30, 1975 



B. J. Sandesara 
Director 




PREFACE 



The Story behind this Volume 

I first became aware of the literature of the Pdncardtrdgama in October of 
1956. That was when I happened to come across F. O. Schrader's Introduction 
to the Pdncardtra . . .quite by accident in the library at Yale University. I was 
still a graduate student at the time, casting about for a dissertation topic. 
What struck me then, awakening an interest that has stayed with me to this 
day, was Schrader's meticulous concern for the recovery of the “ lost " Sanskrit 
texts of the neglected Pdncardtrdgama corpus, and his generous advice to future 
scholars regarding areas in the field of Pdncardtra studies that had yet adequate- 
ly to be explored. I had, that autumn afternoon, inadvertantly discovered not 
only a field sufficiently focused for my dissertation purposes, sufficiently rich for 
subsequent research, but also — and more importantly — I had encountered and 
recognized a spirit and quality of scholarly inquiry that has ever since prompted 
me in my own attempts to venture further and deeper into the “ ocean " of 
Pdncardtra literature. 

It is now almost twenty years since that chance event. As I look back 
over what has subsequently transpired I am tempted to invest what has occurred 
with an orderly progression. In fact what seems really to have happened in 
the years immediately following 1956 was the result of a series of ( for the most 
part, happy ) accidents. 

My adviser, Professor Norvin Hein of the Divinity School at Yale Univer- 
sity, encouraged me to pursue my newly-found interest. With his help I secured 
a Foreign Areas Training Fellowship from the Asian and Near Eastern Studies 
Progfam of the Ford Foundation to undertake field studies in India on a project 
to survey the history and literature of the Vaisnavas of South India. In my 
initial trip to India, then, during 1957-58* I explored in some depth one specific 
area suggested by Schrader, a topic of greatest interest to me at that point of 
my studies, namely, the materials in the Pdncardtra literature dealing with 
temple construction.* In i960 a Ph.D. degree was awarded by Yale University 
for my dissertation that resulted from that first study, a work focusing on the 
ritual associated with the construction of temples for Pdncardtra- oriented wor- 
ship, entitled “ The Temple-building Activities of the Srivaisnavas of South 
India according to available extant Pdncardtrdgama texts with special reference 
to the Palma T antra, " 

— « 

* F. O. Sditader, Introduction to the PdHcardtra and the Ahirbudhnyasaifihita, Adyar, 
Adyar Library, 1916, p. 26. See item No. 6 there. 




